
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION III J

1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

TOWLE - 3HS31

20 August 99

Mr. Robert Baldwin
Delaware Dept. of Nat. Res. & Env. Cont.
Div. Soil & Water Conservation
.89 Kings Highway
Dover, Delaware 19901

re: 12th Street Dump Site
Wilmington, Delaware

Dear Mr. Baldwin:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is initiating
a removal assessment at a suspected dump site along the
Brandywine River in Wilmington, Delaware. The removal assessment
is conducted pursuant to the authorities of the Comprehensive :
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980
(CERCLA), more commonly known as Superfund. The removal
assessment will be conducted in cooperation with and at the
request of DNREC to determine if an uncontrolled release of
hazardous substances exists at the subject location. If such
hazardous substances are identified and they pose an imminent and
substantial threat to public health or the environment, EPA may
determine that time-critical removal actions are needed. This
letter intends to notify DNREC of the assessment and the
potential for soil disturbance near a waterway.

The Site is located along the Brandywine River in the
vicinity of the 12th Street exit from 1-495. The suspect area is
bound by the Brandywine River, 12th Street, and railroad tracks
operated by Norfolk & Southern. The Site is vegetated with tall
grass and some trees. The majority of the dump area is located
in a fill that is several feet above the level of the River.

EPA intends to conduct a property survey which will require
that tall grass along the property line be flattened to allow a
line of sight. Soil disturbance should be minimal during this
activity.

EPA also intends to conduct soil sampling and sampling of
drums located on the property. That effort will include
excavation of several small pits to determine if wastes are
buried. -Soil disturbance should be^ limited to the test pit and
immediately adjacent location. Holes will be backfilled to grade
after completion.
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To minimize potential erosion of soil that could- impact the '
River, extensive areas of soil disturbed during the survey and/or
sampling activities will be mulched. Disturbed soil areas that
could lead to soil migration to the Brandywine River will be
protected by installation of a sedimentation fence or mulching.
The Site is now unprotected against increased erosion potential
due to poorly vegetated waste areas.

The results of this survey and sampling effort are expected
to provide EPA and DNREC with the information necessary to
determine if the Site poses a threat to public health or the
environment. If further EFA actions are needed, I will consult
with your office regarding protective measures necessary to
ensure that erosion and sedimentation facilities are adequate for
future work.

EPA anticipates that this preliminary and investigative work
will be initiated during the week of August 23, 1999. Please
feel free to contact me at the above address or at (215) 814-3272
if you need any additional information.

Sincerely,

Michael Towle,
Fed. On-Scene Coordinator
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